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State Engineer History

• Created 1897

• “Practical” Engineer

• Governor Appointment

• Senate Confirmation

• 4 Year Term

• No Board

• No Superior Agency 
Review



1897 Laws of Utah

Shall have control and 
supervision of the waters 
of the State…

State Fish Warden

Shall free of charge give 
any information desired 
by any person as to the 
proper method of …

State Engineer



Utah Division of Water Rights 

Mission

◼ Promote order, certainty, and safety 
in the beneficial use of Utah’s water.



Current State Engineer Responsibilities

• Maintain Records and Provide Public Access
• Act on Water Right Applications 
• Participate in General Adjudications
• Supervise Diversions by Priority
• Cooperative Studies
• Regulate Safety of Dams
• License Well Drillers
• Regulation of Geothermal Activities
• Approve Stream Alteration Permits 
• Enforce Water Right Laws



What we don’t Do



Water Matters 



Current Budget Breakdown



Funding History

Fees



How Funding Is Being Used



FTEs/Special Revenue Account

Appropriated Programs

88 FTEs

Expendable Special 
Revenue Account

Total Commissioners    48

Collections $1,877,827.02

Expenses    $1,820,453.85

Current Bal   $930,564.91



Applications, How Are We Doing?



Application Processing Trends



Other Indicators



ULJR Adjudication



ULJR Adjudication - Provo



Parowan Groundwater Trends



Milford Area



Hot Button Issues

• Instream/Environmental beneficial use

• Rocky Ford Supreme Court Issues

• When do Public Water Supplier benefits end?

• Irrigation Depletion (Change Flexibility)

• Silo Distribution and General Adjudication

• Full Allocation of Colorado River

• How big should the GSL be?



Great Salt Lake Issues

We Live in a Dry Lake Bed
Lake Levels Change,

It Hasn’t Disappeared



Grasping the GSL Water Supply

GSL Area and Volume Changes How it Fits



Pick your Outcome



Thank You
– Any Questions?


